. Pairwise related t tests were used 
Related Variables
Two variables, the number of years each subject reported feeling short of breath and the number of pack-years reported by the patients who smoked were tested for their influence on subject responses on the questionnaire. The association between the responses and these variables was examined through multiple regression analyses. The unstandardized regression coefficients for each of the three sections of the questionnaire are contained in Table 6 . The¬ oretically, the score for new patients could be esti¬ mated from these data. A significant positive associ¬ ation was found between the number of years the subjects were short of breath and the items related to physical, speech, and combination activities (p<0.05). Therefore, as the number of years the subjects were short of breath increased, ratings of dyspnea on all parts of the questionnaire also in¬ creased. Severity of disease may have been reflected in the number of years the subjects were short of breath. Disease severity was not included as a vari¬ able in this study, because an accurate measure would vary from disease to disease, with scales that might not be comparable. A significant positive correlation was found between the pack-years of the smokers and the speech activities only (p<0.05). Although these regression equations were signifi¬ cant, the rL showed that <10% of the variance could be explained by these variables. Therefore, the pre¬ dictive capability of these particular regression equa¬ tions is weak and perhaps not useful. Untested variables would be needed to explain the develop¬ ment of dyspnea in these patients.
Discussion
Mahler20 states that most patients with pulmonary diseases seek medical attention because of the sen- 
